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COME, HOLY SPIRIT

1. Come, Holy Spirit, | need You
Come, Sweet Spirit, | pray
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Come to the withered of soul the world.

Lord, let Your sweet healing power
Touch me and make me whole
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It is noteworthy to highlight some of the
profound lessons presented to usin the
story of the parable of the talents.
During His three and a half years on
earth, Jesus Christ specialized in using
stories and illustrations to explain
essential truths and He did so to enable
people have a clearer and deeper grasp
of the truth He sought to communicate.
Jesus is an expert at using what people
already know to teach them what they
don'tknow.

We see three types of people who were
given talentsin thisstory. One was given
five talents; another two and the last
one was given one. Except for the last
one, they all went to work right away
and doubled what they were given. They
made the Master very happy. But the
lastonechosetodigaholeinthe ground
and hide his. He explained he knew the
Master better than the other two
stewards. He portrayed the Master as a
depraved man who reaps where he does
not sow. So he acted like a steward who
didn't want his Lord to profit from his
labour. We saw how the Lord responded
to each of them; the first two received
commendations and the third received
condemnation. The parable closed with
animportant truth: anyone who has will
be given more, while the one who does
not have will have the little he has taken
away from him and given to the person
who has.

| heard some wealthy individuals;
accused of oppressing the poor, use this
scripture to defend themselves. If you
read this verse from the King James
version, it appears to justify their
actions; however, if you read it from
other Bible versions, you will get the
obvious message: "Forthe man who uses
well what he is given shall be given more,
and he shall have abundance. But if a
man is unfaithful, even his meager
responsibilities will be taken away"
[TLB]. This is why it's necessary to read
the Bible in many translations, because
each translation's goal is to help you

USING WHAT GOD GAVE YOU (PART ONE)

MATTHEW 25: 14 - 30
REV. (DR.) WILLIAM OKOYE

comprehend thescripture better.

God has bestowed gifts to everyone He
created. Nobody is left empty. These are some
of the references to "talent" in the Bible. We
were all born with unique abilities. When we
are born again, we receive spiritual gifts.
However, God permits us to be born with one,
two or a number of natural gifts. He chooses
the gifts we receive and how many we receive.
They are not handed to us based on our
preferences. You might desire certain types of
gifts; this is not wrong, but in the end, you will
work with what God has given you. Itis unwise
totrytoimitate others. You maybesodrawnto
the gifts and abilities God has bestowed on
others that you neglect the ones God has
bestowed on you. Someone once defined
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Discovering your gifts

and passions is one of
the most important
keys to success in life.
You will see yourself
excelling if vou

pursue them.
29 4

covetousness as counting others' blessings
rather than your own. "Count your blessings;
name them one by one, and it will surprise you
what the Lord has done,” the hymn writer
declared. So, envy and covetousness will get
you nowhere; they will only cause you
troubles. Allyou have to do to enjoy your life is
to explore and discover what God has given
you. Thank God for it, appreciate it, grow it
anduseitto serve God and humanity.

It is critical for you to understand that no one
possesses all of the gifts, no matter how many
you have and no talent is more essential than
the other. God did this on purpose to limit us,
in order for us to live a life of interdependence
rather than independence. Nobody in this
world can live independently and survive.
Even the world's most advanced nations,
need the poor nations for what they lack in
ordertothrive. Thatis why they strive torelate
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‘ There is no such thing as a
superior personality. God
created your personality
as a result of what He
intends to do in and
through your life. So don't
strive to be someone else.
Be who God created you to
be, because that is part of
your ministry.
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with diverse countries. The Bible says, “Itis
God himself who has made us what we are
and given us new lives from Christ Jesus; and
long ages ago he planned that we should
spend these lives in helping others”
[Ephesians 2:10 TLB]. “God has given each of
you some special abilities; be sure to use
them to help each other, passing on to others
God's many kinds of blessings. Are you called
to preach? Then preach as though God
himself were speaking through you. Are you
called to help others? Do it with all the
strength and energy that God supplies so that
God will be glorified through Jesus Christ...”
[1Peter4:10-11TLB].

“Just as there are many parts to our bodies,
soitiswith Christ's body. We are all parts of it,
and it takes every one of us to make it
complete, for we each have different work to
do. So we belong to each other, and each
needs all the others. God has given each of us
the ability to do certain things well. So if God
has given you the ability to prophesy, then
prophesy wheneveryou can—as often as your
faith is strong enough to receive a message
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Someone once
defined
covelousness as
counting others'
blessings rather
than your own.

29

from God. |If your gift is that of serving
others, serve them well. If you are a
teacher, do a good job of teaching. If you
are a preacher, see to it that your sermons
are strong and helpful. If God has given you
money, be generous in helping others with
it. If God has given you administrative
ability and put you in charge of the work of
others, take the responsibility seriously.

Those who offer comfort to the sorrowing

should do so with Christian cheer”

[Romans12:3-8 TLB].

It makes no sense to compete with
anyone because we are all unique and

created to compliment one another.
There is no room for rivalry. In fact,
Apostle Paul stated that those who
compete amongst themselves are not
wise. God created you uniquely to make
your own contribution. We are sometimes

intimidated by the gifts of others but this

should not be the case, especially in
spiritual matters, for God judges
differently from humans. Things that

people look down on on Earth may be
highly important in heaven. When you
understand this, you will always be

confident in who God created you to be

and will live a wonderful life. Do not be
like the last servant, who hid his skill and
refusedtouseit.

God desires to reap the benefits of His
investments in our lives. When we deny
him those benefits, we irritate God. We

can see how He reacted to the servant
who refused to exercise his skill. We must

recognize the hazards of not identifying;

developing and employing the gifts that
God has given you. Many of us have been

in this church for a long time but are not

contributing anything; we are merely

consumers of the effort of others. These

people get a kick out of criticizing what
others do. | challenge you to play your

part while allowing others to play theirs.

To achieve God'sdivine purpose on earth,

each of us must complete our own task.
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